WHERE HAVE ALL THE RADICALS GONE?

Where ball the radicals gone?
Longtime passing,

Where ball the radicals gone?
Long time ago,

Where ball the radicals gone?
Gone to sleep every one.

When wile ever learn?

When wile ever learn?

The vital role of queer radicals using political treater is legendary

The Cockettesset the standard in the late 1960's.

A former Cockette characterized their performances:

“Of course they were political, but no one amosgearbalized it. We had
no need of rhetoric. We were madcap chefs cooking storm and the
ingredients were theater, magic and tribal anatdMORDS, WORDS, WE
DIDN'T NEED WORDS, WE HAD POLITICAL IMAGES!

Their successor3he Angels Of Light, carried on with

“Paris Sights Under The Bourgeois Séaattacking the ruling class,
the anti-imperialist Sci-Clones,

and the Hindu queer spiritual odysséioty Cow”.

In 1973The Radical Queenssponsored aKiss A Queer’ booth at Temple
University.

The Cycle Slutsused gender-fuck as a potent theatrical weapon.

Then camd@he Radical Fairies ACT-UP andQueer Nationin the 1980’s
and currently, since 197%he Sisters Of Perpetual Indulgence

We must be the imaginative visionaries supplying aginality to

a movement that is often reduced to a civil rightagenda.

Speaking of civil rights:

with our defeat in Maine,

we now have lost marriage rights in 31 states.

What | read in this weekBay Timesby Ann Rostow

pretty much sums up the state of marriage righthisitime, in this country:

“l am guessing that we really underestimate thadite of anti-marriage
sentiment.



Dislike of gay men and women is not only intense on tijlet fringe,
but it is alsgervasive across the political spectrum

By contrast, our support in the center and ceefierd,

let’s call itaffectionate, or maybeprincipled.

It's not passionateenough to counter the opposition.”

Theseelectionsare great for exposing the depth of homophobtais
society,
not just from the religious lunatics, but also froor liberal “friends”.

But CIVIL RIGHTS ARE NOT A PANACEA .
Civil rights are aool for social change

not justelectoral change

butradical cultural transformation .

| will work my ass off to reverse Prop 8,
signature collecting, phone calling, canvassing @rdpaigning
but anelection victory is not what excites me about this marriage issue.

While visiting my mom 3 summers ago as the marriagee began to be
debated in lowa,

we were watching a news report on the subject.

As a leshian couple appeared on the TV screen nmy borted out,
"Well, their relationship isn’t at all the same asyour dad’s and mine!”
In that moment | realized how passionafeERSONAL Americans feel
about marriage.

Most people care less about

gays in the military, hate crimes, workplace dreanation,

domestic partnerships or civil unions.

But when it comes to marriage, as my mom so elatpstated,

“they” aren’t equal. WE aren’t equal.

Precisely because Americans value marriage soselgrmarriage is a
powerful tool for confronting homophobia/gender fmymity where it lives.
It lives in the minds of all Americans.

But marriage equality is not an end in itself.

Marriage equality is a MARKER on the road

to cultural transformation.



On the left, queer radicals perfornvaluable role for the LGBT community
in the currentultural "Tug-Of-War”.

The rightwing has their heavyweights at their ehthe rope
Fundamentalistsare tugging mightily.

At theleft end we need more radical activists using

theatrical social commentary, crystallizing thaiess,

tugging the debate in a leftward direction,

framing the discussion ayur terms and setting the agenda.

As an example:
Following the passage of Prop 8 we publicly exadigrchbishop George
Nederauer, stripping him bare to his homophobiaison
George played a pivotal role in Prop 8’s enactment.
People are afraid to criticize Christian clergy.
The Sisters exorcised the Archbishop’s homophobrahs,
calling him to redemption.

(Jesus Christ. He's a fag!
The Archbishop can kiss my queer ass on his untapepilgrimage to

helll)

The necessary role of our LGBT liberal allies igjtobefore the
establishment media, makapgologies for our shockingoehaviour
andnegotiatethe dialogue.
As long as tomdemnations are not substituted fordpologies,
this symbiotic system works.
We play the Bad Guys'. They play the Good Guys.
When some of our LGBT allies accuse usmoifiing it for everyone”,
| ask, ‘ruining” what?

If “ruining it ” means fuining ” religious oppression and
bourgeois conformity then | say,

“Yes, let’s ruin it!”

We need a new Queer Community based on values,

not based on a sex act.

The whole idea of a homosexual is only 100 yehttsibwas created by the
dominant culture attempting to identify and contrs|

We can not continue to define ourselves on tleems.



Rightwing Christians are right, it's about values
thoughtheir values are drenched in homophobia, sexism,
bigotry and religious intolerance.

| share few common values with LGBiBsimilationists
Serving in the military, getting married,
moving to a suburban home with a white picket feackid, a dog,
a car in the garage, and working as an upwardlyilemgog in the corporate
world order
are nothing | aspire to.
What wedo have in common is
| don’t want to be killed or discriminated agaibsicause suck cock

But, are we to be defined by a sex act or by a sgual vision?

To paraphrase Don Kilhefner:

Now, for the first time, the forward-moving forcélastory compels us to
MAXIMIZE our differences from the dominant culture

as an act of love to ourselves and to them —

the emergence ofreew radical queer consciousness

“Let us pursue relationships differentiation, of creation, of innovation.
An identity to our unique selves.”

Let us challenge thassimilationist values of our LGBTcompatriots.
We must be theanguard of the truth,

theearly adopterson thecutting edgeof anew radical queer
consciousness

The world depends on us.

Lead and they will follow.

This is a speech delivered in 2009 by

Grand Mother Vicious Power Hungry Bitch

a Founder of The Sisters Of Perpetual Indulgenae,F#ancisco

At Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, San Francisco,

4 famous activists were invited to address thecigguState of the Queer Community”






